





Synod’s Constitution calls for a three-year cycle of governance: Year One is when each
District meets in convention; Year Three is when the Synodical Convention is held. Year Two
calls for each Circuit to meet for a Circuit Forum, which is intended to be a time for learning,
planning possible missions, and for electing Pastoral and Lay Delegates (plus alternates) to the
Synodical Convention. Qur Circuit’s Forum will be held on Saturday, October 1 at Ascension
Lutheran Church in North Olmsted, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. The Guest Speaker for the
event will be Kate Makra, Executive Director for Cleveland Right to Life. Pastor Just and our
Lay Delegate to the District Convention, Robin Hoffman, will attend: if you would like to take
part, let Pastor Just know of your interest and we will arrange for transportation.

. On September 4, we held a Special Congregation Meeting to discuss and
: vote on extending a Call for e new Pastor. A quorum was in place, the name
" of Rev. Steven Latzke was presented with the recommendation of the Call
\ Search Committee, and a positive vote taken to extend that Call. Since this
PASTORA [ is to be a joint Call with Christ Lutheran in Mantua, we awaited their
SEARCH COMMITTEE 1)5]ding a Voters Assembly on September 13 for the same purpose. That
meeting brought the same result. At the time of this newsletter edition, meetings were still being
planned to work with our Circuit Visitor, Rev. Jonathan McCall to get through the paperwork
involved in this process. Since it is not just the two congregations, but also two Districts involved
(English and Ohio), it gets a bit more convoluted. Pastor Latzke has been advised of the results of
the two Call meetings, and has said that he will give it “prayerful consideration.” It would be well
if we all did the same.

- We held a planning session on August 21 to conduct what 1s called

“ a SWOT Analysis. SWOT stands for Strengths, Weaknesses,
al Opportunities, Threats. The process for the session was to invite

participants to write a response (or more than one) on a post-it sheet

for each of those categories and place those on four separate poster
boards. This followed by discussion and refining of what had been written. Those poster boards
remain in the Church Office; we encourage you to take a look to see the results. The idea behind
this brief exercise was to identify some areas we can build on, some where we might need to
change course, some that may open up possibilities, and some that we need to give attention
because they may bring a negative impact. This was done in the expectation that, when St. Thomas
does welcome a new Pastor, we can share some sense of looking to the future together.

WHAT WAS  THE CHURCHT  wow! OH Yeau .

LUTHER ITHAD (OST  THAT THE NEED pssT!...
WORM NG SIGATOF  STiLL FOR TREFORM DO THE.
TO TREFTIRM

ANYRY? — THEGOSPEL. HAPDENS 1S CONs“m)m. ﬁW?

Q"‘\
\’ﬁ/J
A
‘f
.-’\
e
PN
&
-
{?.’\
R
@ wpTISTEM ® O%.1D

WAV AGA U, ST2G 2 TEFRUIATOM T Joral B



REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Aggie Blankenship Palagia Hlava Lorene Kozar Becky Larkins & foster children
Ayers Family Steffen Nicely Carol Poston Heather Poston
Rory Wolff Patty Abramovich ~ Alexa Ally

Diane Altier Paul Bowers Russ & Lana Carnes Leona Corban
Carlton Dorris Dennis Fuldauer Gidget Mary Hardesty
Lance Mike Latham Sue Lubato Steve Mamber
Frank Manijak Joe Manijak Amanda Nicely Kathy Peters
Larry & Sally Powell Leslie Slanina Angela Smith John Szabo
Deacon Robert Szalai Tyler Linda Valetta Victoria
Bennie Wegener Darcy Wood Donny Wood

Ukraine refugees COVID-19 patients  All Natural disaster victims

We would love to have updates on our prayer list. If you have good news about someone on this list
please let the church know or call Marla at 330-472-3045. Thank you!

Our shut-ins—please send them a card

Mrs. Audrey Holland Carole Poston Lorene Kozar
Willowwood Care Room 1001 3096 E Pioneer 8460 Westport Dr. #225
1186 Hancock Rd. Aurora, OH 44202 Mentor, Oh 44060

Brunswick, OH 44212-4582

Our College Students—Grace Rohaley, Abigail Ayers, Corey Hautmann, Thomas Ayers, Jenna Zimmerman,
Jacob Zimmerman
Our Military member—Troy Roman

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS OCTOBER BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays Baptism Birthdays
3-Kim Kinder 9-Trudy Ayers

3-Kathy Brashear
7-Joe Earle 13-Gilbert Ayers
9-Jim Doerfler 13-Thomas Ayers
15-Stephanie Johnson 20-Nick Phillips
17- Abigail Ayers Steve Hlava
20-Madelyn Ayers

24-Linda Beuck

27-Linda Hautmann Happy Anniversary to...
31-Brianne Wolff 4-Keith & Becky Larkins

13-Joanna Nicely

If anyone has been left off this list or any other list, please let Marla Manijak know so she can add you. I
would love birthdays and anniversaries and baptism birthdays if you know when it is. Thanks!

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The Women’s Group will be meeting sometime in October. Please see Joyce or Marla for an exact date
as one has not be set up yet. We are still studying the book “Grace” by Max Lucado and will be reading
Chapter 5 and discussing the questions at the end of the book when we meet again. Any questions please see
Joyce Torres or Marla Manijak.



sleep in your car

November is recognized nationally
as homeless awareness month.

For Homelessness Awareness Month, we are
asking Portage County churches to join us on
November 4th in bringing awareness and raise the
crucial funding needed to help those people
experiencing homelessness in our community.
Each church will be the host of this event and will
have their participants acquire pledges to sleep in
their car.

100% of the pledges to benefit The Haven of
Portage County.

HAVEN®)

annual fundraiscer

Creating personal
awareness of the
hardships of
homelessness

Materials &

p - guidelines will be

provided

For more information contact:

Cathy 330- 297-5032 or Jan 330-931-8087/
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